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irregularly branched. Heads 1.3-2 cm. long, cylindric, remotely
subracemose along the branches, shortly pedicelled, subsolitary or
fascicled (sometimes 6-10 in a cluster), supported by leaves or naked.
Involucral bracts all with broad white membranous margins; the outer
very shoit, ovate, acute, with a strong midrib,, subcordate; the inner-
most thrice as long as the outer, reaching 1.3 cm. long, linear, sub-
acute, longer than the pappus, the midrib thickened in front. Pappus-
hairs subequal, soft, white, copious. Achenes 2.5-3 mm. long,
poly-morphous; inner sometimes as if composed of 4 thick ribs; outer
slightly curved and flattened, with a thick ventral and several thick
dorsal ribs, all smooth or obscurely uneven.
Distribution     More or less throughout   the plains of India.—Afghanistan and west-
wards to the Atlantic
In Las Bela, it is considered as a cure for fever by applying
the leaves to the head of the chilren suffering (Hughes-Buller).
Kharan: Mahanaloko—; Las Bela: Bhattri—; Ormara:
Shatrag—; Pab: Kharsagut—; Punjab: Batthal, DudHak* Spudukei,
Tarizha—.
3. Launaea pinnatifida Cass, in Ann* Sc. Nat. ser. 1, XXIII
(1831) 85.—plate 565.
Glabrous, flagelliforrn, procumbent; stems 0.3-0.9 m« long, root-
ing and leaf-bearing at the nodes and arching between them. Leaves
radical and springing from the nodes; the radical 2.5-7.5 cm. long,
oblong, runcmate-pinnatifid or sinuate-toothed or lobed, the teeth
rarely white and cartilaginous. Heads 1-1,3 cm. long, solitary or
in clusters of 1-2, arising from the nodes together with the cauline
leaves; peduncles short and with several small bracts. Involucral
tracts with white membranous margins; the outer small, oblong, sub-
obtuse; the inner 1.3 cm. long, linear, subacute. Pappus 6 mm.
long, deciduous, the hairs subequal, soft, white. Achenes pale,
5 mm, long, obtusely 4-gonous.
Distribution -   Sandy  coasts  of India,  Ceylon, Malay  Peninsula,—Mauritius, Egypt,
E, Africa.
In Bombay, it is given as a lactagogue. It is used as a substi-
tute for Taraxacum in Goa,
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